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During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for 

worship. 

Please stand as you are able where marked*** 

Greetings and Announcements 

Prelude 

***The Confession and Absolution 

Vicar:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

Vicar:    If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins God who is 

faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.) 

Vicar:    Most merciful God.   

People:  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Vicar:    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our 

sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God 

***Opening Hymn:                         Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise            Hymn #172 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above, 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render; O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 
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Third Sunday in Lent 

March 23, 2025 



***Psalm:     Psalm 85 (read responsively) 

Liturgist:  1 You showed favor to your land, O Lord; 

People: you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

Liturgist:  2 You forgave the iniquity of your people 

People: and covered all their sins. 

Liturgist:  3 You set aside all your wrath 

People: and turned from your fierce anger. 

Liturgist:  4 Restore us again, O God our Saviour, 

People: and put away your displeasure toward us. 

Liturgist:  5 Will you be angry with us forever? 

People: Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 

Liturgist:  6 Will you not revive us again, 

People: that your people may rejoice in you? 

Liturgist:  7 Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, 

People: and grant us your salvation. 

Liturgist:  8 I will listen to what God the Lord will say; he promises peace to his people, his saints- 

People: but let them not return to folly. 

Liturgist:  9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

People: that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Liturgist:  10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 

People: righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Liturgist:  11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

People: and righteousness looks down from heaven. 

Liturgist:  12 The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

People: and our land will yield its harvest. 

Liturgist:  13 Righteousness goes before him 

People: and prepares the way for his steps. 

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung) 

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Christ, have mercy upon us.          

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Glory be to God on high!  
 

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 

thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the 

right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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***Collect: 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Liturgist: Let us pray.                                                      

People:  We beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, and stretch 

forth the right hand of thy Majesty to be our defence against all our enemies; through thy Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

The Scripture Lessons: 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-20 
7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak 

and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ 

and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, 

and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 

their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 
10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh 

us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As 

surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather 

that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of 

Israel?’ 
12 “Therefore, son of man, say to your people, ‘If someone who is righteous disobeys, that 

person’s former righteousness will count for nothing. And if someone who is wicked repents, that 

person’s former wickedness will not bring condemnation. The righteous person who sins will not be 

allowed to live even though they were formerly righteous.’ 13 If I tell a righteous person that they will 

surely live, but then they trust in their righteousness and do evil, none of the righteous things that 

person has done will be remembered; they will die for the evil they have done. 14 And if I say to a 

wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’ but they then turn away from their sin and do what is just and 

right— 15 if they give back what they took in pledge for a loan, return what they have stolen, follow 

the decrees that give life, and do no evil—that person will surely live; they will not die. 16 None of the 

sins that person has committed will be remembered against them. They have done what is just and 

right; they will surely live. 
17 “Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ But it is their way that is not just. 18 If 

a righteous person turns from their righteousness and does evil, they will die for it. 19 And if a wicked 

person turns away from their wickedness and does what is just and right, they will live by doing 

so. 20 Yet you Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ But I will judge each of you according 

to your own ways.” 
Liturgist:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                                                                        

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were 

all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the 

cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they 

drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God 

was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as 

they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and 

drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them 

did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them 

did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the 

destroying angel.                                            -4- 



11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that 

you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 

faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will 

also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God                                               

***The Lenten Sentence: (sung) Christ hath humbled himself, and become obedient unto death: even the death of 

the Cross. 

Vicar: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the thirteenth chapter of Saint Luke, beginning 

with the first verse. 

***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord                

Gospel Lesson: Luke 13:1-9 
1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse 

sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you 

repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—

do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless 

you repent, you too will all perish.” 
6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look 

for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 

years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 

it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 
Vicar:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ  

Children’s Sermon:                                                                                          Vicar Chris Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-5- 

 

 



Pulpit Hymn:                                                In the Hour of Trial                                                 Hymn #561 

In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me, 

Lest by base denial I depart from thee; 

When thou seest me waver, With a look recall, 

Nor from fear or favor Suffer me to fall. 

With forbidden pleasures Should this vain world charm, 

Or its sordid treasures Spread to work me harm, 

Bring to my remembrance Sad Gethsemane, 

Or, in darker semblance, Cross-crowned Calvary. 

Should thy mercy send me Sorrow, toil and woe, 

Or should pain attend me On my path below, 

Grant that I may never Fail thy hand to see; 

Grant that I may ever Cast my care on thee. 

 
Sermon:                                                                                                                 Vicar Chris Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.  Cast me not 

away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold 

me with thy free spirit.  

***Passing of the Peace     

***The Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 

buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.         
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***The General Prayer: (after each petition) 

Vicar:  Lord in your mercy. 

People:  Hear our prayer.                                           

***The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For 

ever and ever. Amen.                               

***The Prayer Response: (sung) 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord.  Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen. 

***The Benediction: 

Vicar:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.                    

***Closing Hymn:                                     Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                   Hymn #482 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand; 

The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land; 

A home within a wilderness, A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noon-tide heat And burdens of the day. 

 Upon that Cross of Jesus, Mine eye at times can see 

The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me; 

And from my smitten heart, with tears, Two wonders I confess; 

The wonder of his glorious love, And my own worthlessness. 

I take, O Cross, thy shadow For my abiding-place; 

I ask no other sunshine than The sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, To know no gain or loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, My glory all, the Cross. 

 

***The Postlude                                                             
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Prayers and Praises: 

For our church leaders:  

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson 

Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito 

AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner 

Secretary Pastor:  Rev. Joe Marsh 

Home Mission Developer:  Rev. Joe Christina 

National Office Manager:  Bonnie Ohlrich 

Seminary President:  Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper 

Seminary Administrator:  Duane Kleven  

Robin Nicholson   Hope Johnston              Dorothy Foster    Matt Ruppalt              

Rebecca Robinson             Bill Trall              Harvey Jester     Justin Serene 

Fred Carlson       Bob Petersen   Norita Shipley     Sue Clarke              

Cam Swanson                         Debbie Stapf                         Chris German     Danny Beall      

Ben Flynn              Audrey Stapf              Pastor Irvin Stapf    Becky Stapf    

For those that have suffered loss, due to hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters 

For the President and the leaders of our nation 

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke, 

Bethany Hueter, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson 

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson 

For a Region congregation: Pastor Fred Balke, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Franklin, NC 

For our missionary work:  Waterboyz 

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ 

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Gaithersburg Church of the Nazarene 

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches 

For our college students:  Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday: 1:30 PM at Joe’s home. 

• Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday: 10 AM at Carolyn’s home. 

• Adult Sunday School: 9:30 AM  

• Children’s Sunday School: 9:30 AM 

• You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook – Christ 

Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: 

christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can access 

the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by visiting the 

Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab. 

• The Reverend Joe Christina will be visiting us on Sunday, April 6th. He will be preaching and conducting 

Communion. 
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